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Imagine malware that erases itself, domain purchases weaponized against you, and adversaries
exploiting cutting-edge technology to undermine global security. These stories aren’t speculative—
they’re this week’s reality in cybersecurity. From Python-coded ransomware to executive orders
redefining federal cyber strategies, the landscape grows more dynamic with every headline.

This week’s roundup dives into the threats, solutions, and surprising missteps shaping cybersecurity.
The lines between offensive and defensive strategies blurred as law enforcement used malware’s own
tools against it, hackers exploited expired domains, and quantum computing entered the conversation
as a future-breaking threat. Each story reveals both the ingenuity of attackers and the bold innovations
reshaping cybersecurity as we know it.

RansomHub: Python Malware’s
Gateway

A Python-based backdoor enables attackers to
maintain persistent access to compromised
networks and deploy ransomware. By exploiting
outdated WordPress plugins and employing
advanced obfuscation techniques,
cybercriminals make detection and mitigation far
more challenging.



https://mailchi.mp/d0815c79cb83/cybersecurity-news-roundup-the-latest-insights-9157961?e=[UNIQID]
https://networkats.com/
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/python-based-malware-powers-ransomhub.html

Four Critical Flaws Put Sensitive Data
at Risk

Ivanti addressed severe vulnerabilities in its
Endpoint Manager software that allowed remote
attackers to exploit path traversal issues for
unauthorized access. Rapidly patching these
flaws can prevent attackers from compromising
critical systems and stealing sensitive data.

Lazarus Group’s Operation 99

The Lazarus Group used sophisticated social
engineering tactics, including fake LinkedIn
profiles, to target Web3 developers with
malware-laden GitLab repositories. Their
campaign led to the theft of cryptocurrency
wallet keys and sensitive data from
unsuspecting victims.

Microsoft’s Largest Patch Tuesday

With the largest Patch Tuesday release in years,
Microsoft fixed critical flaws like privilege
escalation bugs in Hyper-V. Enterprises must
prioritize these updates to close security gaps
and protect their systems from advanced
exploits.


https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/python-based-malware-powers-ransomhub.html
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/researcher-uncovers-critical-flaws-in.html
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/lazarus-group-targets-web3-developers.html
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/3-actively-exploited-zero-day-flaws.html
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/researcher-uncovers-critical-flaws-in.html
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/lazarus-group-targets-web3-developers.html
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/3-actively-exploited-zero-day-flaws.html

Zero-Day Allows Super-Admin Access

Threat actors exploited a zero-day vulnerability
in Fortinet firewalls to create super-admin
accounts and establish VPN tunnels for lateral
movement. Ensuring secure configurations and
applying firmware updates immediately can help
prevent such breaches.
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Biden’s Cybersecurity Executive Order

President Biden’s new executive order focuses
on securing federal contractors, imposing
sanctions on ransomware operators, and
preparing for the quantum computing era. The
policy aims to enhance national cybersecurity
standards and deter foreign adversaries.

Google OAuth Vulnerability in Failed
Startups

Attackers leveraged expired domains from
defunct startups to hijack user accounts on
services like Slack and Zoom. This issue
highlights the need for better domain
decommissioning practices and improved OAuth
security protocols.

FBI Flips the Script On Mustang Panda
Hackers

In an unprecedented operation, law enforcement
used PlugX malware’s self-delete mechanism to
remove the RAT from over 4,200 infected
systems. This success showcases how
international collaboration and innovative
strategies can counter sophisticated cyber
threats.


https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/zero-day-vulnerability-suspected-in.html
https://apnews.com/article/cybersecurity-biden-trump-china-russia-ai-quantum-3fc53784ad9d1c05d7de85224a762a36
https://www.securityweek.com/google-oauth-flaw-leads-to-account-takeover-when-domain-ownership-changes/
https://www.securityweek.com/fbi-uses-malwares-own-self-delete-trick-to-erase-chinese-plugx-from-us-computers/
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/zero-day-vulnerability-suspected-in.html
https://apnews.com/article/cybersecurity-biden-trump-china-russia-ai-quantum-3fc53784ad9d1c05d7de85224a762a36
https://www.securityweek.com/google-oauth-flaw-leads-to-account-takeover-when-domain-ownership-changes/
https://www.securityweek.com/fbi-uses-malwares-own-self-delete-trick-to-erase-chinese-plugx-from-us-computers/

Treasury Cyberattack by State-
Sponsored Actors

Chinese hackers used a compromised SaaS API
key to infiltrate Treasury Department systems,
accessing unclassified documents and critical
infrastructure. Federal agencies must remain
vigilant against supply chain vulnerabilities to
prevent similar breaches.
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Expired Domains Hijack Backdoors

Researchers took over expired domains to track
compromised systems and neutralize malicious
web shells deployed by attackers. Legacy
infrastructure continues to present risks,
highlighting the importance of proactive
monitoring and cleanup.

CTEM in Action

ATS’ Cyber Threat Exposure Management
(CTEM) service guides organizations through a
structured approach to identifying, prioritizing,
and addressing risks. With five key stages—
Scoping, Discovery, Prioritization, Validation, and
Mobilization—CTEM ensures vulnerabilities are
uncovered, critical threats are addressed, and
actionable improvements are implemented.
CTEM reinforces your organization’s defenses,
keeping vulnerabilities in check and threats at
bay.

This week’s stories expose a paradox: the tools attackers wield to break systems can be the very
weapons defenders use to rebuild trust. A malware “self-delete” becomes a cleanup tool, expired


https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/cisa-no-wider-federal-impact-from.html
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/expired-domains-allowed-control-over.html
https://mcusercontent.com/91eb5447bfc7e18088417633a/images/5b3b0597-4cf6-6d74-d677-5a572d809400.png
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/cisa-no-wider-federal-impact-from.html
https://thehackernews.com/2025/01/expired-domains-allowed-control-over.html
https://www.securityweek.com/fbi-uses-malwares-own-self-delete-trick-to-erase-chinese-plugx-from-us-computers/

domains become an intelligence goldmine, and quantum computing’s threat forces a reinvention of
security itself. These moments reveal a world where even chaos carries seeds of innovation.

But innovation alone isn’t enough—it’s about staying unpredictable. Defenders who zig when attackers
expect a zag can upend the game entirely. This week’s bold actions, like harnessing PlugX’s code or
reclaiming abandoned infrastructure, show the power of ingenuity in outsmarting even the most
sophisticated adversaries. Let’s take what others see as vulnerabilities and turn them into our greatest
strengths. The rules are changing—are you ready to rewrite them?

Legacy systems leave organizations vulnerable to modern threats.
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